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A. Boominathan 
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Dr. A. Boominathan is Professor of Geotechnical Engineering, at the Department of Civil Engineering, Indian 
Institute of Technology Madras (IITM), Chennai (India). He specializes in soil dynamics, geotechnical earthquake 
engineering, site characterization, microzonation, pile foundation analysis and seismic soil-structure interaction. His 
research has been sponsored by Indira Gandhi Centre for Atomic Research (IGCAR) Kalpakkam, Department of 
Science and Technology (DST),and Ministry of Earth Sciences (MoES) of Government of India. He has guided 8 
Ph.D, 10 MS and several M.Tech / B.Tech projects.  He has authored and co-authored over 120 scientific papers out 
of which 40 in the referred journals. He is an editorial board member of International Journal of Earthquake 
Geotechnical Engineering and Journal of Earthquake & Tsunami. He is an active consultant in the area of soil 
dynamics, machine foundation, seismic site characterization and site specific seismic studies for various projects 
including atomic power plants and refineries. He is a graduate of the Russian University of Moscow (1980) and 
received his Ph.D. in 1986 from Moscow Civil Engineering Institute of Russia. He is a member of working group of 
experts of geotechnical engineers in geohazards program of National Disaster Management Authority (NDMA), 
Government of India. He received IGS-Shri M.S. Jain biennial prize for the best paper on Innovations in Piling and 
Other Construction Techniques for the paper “Behavior of Pile Walls in Liquefying Soil Layers” for the year 2003-
2004. 
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Professor Emeritus Chairman, Partner and Consultant  
Boğaziçi University Zetaş Zemin Teknolojisi A.Ş.  
Department of Civil Engineering Şehit Murat Demir cad. No: 69/A  
P.K. 2 Bebek, İstanbul, Turkey Ümraniye, Istanbul, Turkey  
Phone: Office: 0 (216) 492 33 01 Cell: 0 (532) 214 01 21  
Home: 0 (212) 239 72 77 Fax: 0 (216) 492 33 06  
 
Dr. Durgunoğlu earned his B.S.Civil Engineering in June 1968 from the Technical University of İstanbul, Turkey, 
and his M.S. in Civil Engineering (December 1969) and Ph.D. in Civil Engineering (June 1972) from the University 
of California, Berkeley, U.S.A.  
 
A member of numerous professional societies, Dr. Durgunoğlu has extensive experience with earthquake 
engineering, city planning and environmental geotechnics, sewage treatment programs, lunar soil mechanics, 
highway/motorway projects, railway/lightrail/subway construction, airfields, viaducts/bridges, tunnels, 
pipelines/silos/reservoirs/harbours, power plants, industrial facility construction, as well as housing, shopping 
center, business complex and hotel construction.  
 
Dr. Durgunoğlu is the author of over one hundred twenty national and international papers and nearly two hundred 
geotechnical engineering technical and research reports. He has written the chapter for Turkey in the “International 
Handbook of Earthquake Engineering, Codes, Programs, and Examples”. He has also prepared the country report, 
“CPT in Turkey” on Cone Penetration Testing to the symposium of CPT’95 held in Sweden. 
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Prof. M. Hesham El Naggar, Ph.D., P.Eng., M.ASCE, M. CSCE, FEIC 
 
Dr. El Naggar is a Professor of Geotechnical Engineering and Associate Dean of Engineering at Western University. 
He is Associate Editor of the Canadian Geotechnical Journal and Past Chair of Soil Mechanics and Foundations 
Division of the Canadian Geotechnical Society. Prof. El Naggar was elected as Fellow in the Engineering Institute 
of Canada 2012, won the 2007 A.G. Stermac Award, the 2002 G.G. Meyerhof Award and the 2002 Canadian 
Geotechnical Colloquium Speaker. He has more than 30 years of experience in analysis and design of foundations 
and soil-structure interaction; and has published more than 250 technical papers in this field. He is the recipient of 
the Western Faculty Scholar Award, 2006, Faculty of Engineering Prize for Outstanding Teaching, 2000 and 
Faculty of Engineering Prize for Excellence in Research, 2010. He consulted on major projects worldwide (Canada, 
USA, Europe, China, Thailand, Korea, Venezuela, Guatemala, Columbia, Saudi Arabia, Qatar, Dubai, etc.). He has 
given more than seventy short courses on “Design of Machine Foundations”, “Foundation Design” and 
“Geotechnical Earthquake Engineering”. 
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Dr. Jesús Gómez, P.E., D.GE is a Principal and Chief Engineer of the Geostructural Group at Schnabel Engineering 
in West Chester, PA, where he oversees the design of a variety of important geotechnical construction projects. Dr 
Gómez has over 27 years of design and construction experience in geotechnical and structural projects in the United 
States, South America, and Europe. He has held several engineering positions in various design and construction 
firms, including a five-year appointment as Chief Engineer in Franki Pile Venezuela. Dr. Gómez joined Schnabel 
Engineering in 2000, after obtaining his graduate degree from Virginia Tech. At Virginia Tech he worked on 
experimental and numerical research associated with design of large retaining walls in canal lock structures. His 
professional design and construction experience includes slope stabilization, earth retaining structures, excavation 
support including multi-anchored systems and tied-back diaphragm walls, deep foundations, underpinning of 
existing structures, and ground improvement. He has been author or co-author of recent, important research on 
micropiles, soil nails, and excavation support systems, and has also authored over 70 publications on a variety of 
geotechnical and structural topics, and on soil-structure interaction. Dr. Gómez is very active in professional 
societies including DFI, ASCE, and ISM and is the current Chairman of the Board of Directions for ADSC. He has 
taught geotechnical and structural courses in several Engineering Programs since 1987, and is an adjunct professor 
at the University of Delaware and Drexel University. He was recipient of the 2004 Shamsher Prakash Award for 
Excellence in the Practice of Geotechnical Engineering, and was inducted as a Diplomate Geotechnical Engineer 
(D.GE) in 2010.  In 2011 he was appointed to the CE News Power List. 
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Jack is an Arup Fellow based in Hong Kong.  He joined Arup in London in 1980 and moved to Hong Kong in 1993. 
He has been mainly involved with the design of geotechnical problems with particular emphasis on deep excavations 
and foundations especially movement prediction and the development and application of numerical analytical 
techniques.  He has also specialised in seismic hazard assessment and geotechnical earthquake engineering for Arup 
projects worldwide.  In recent years he has been at the forefront of the use of large circular excavations in order to 
avoid the use of temporary propping or ground improvement systems.  
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Vijay Puri is a professor in the Department of Civil and Environmental Engineering at Southern Illinois University, 
Carbondale.  He obtained his MS from University of Roorkee (now IIT Roorkee) and PhD from University of 
Missouri, Rolla (now MST). He has published over 150 a papers in  Journals and peer –reviewed conferences. He 
has co-authored a book entitled  ‘Foundations for Machines : Analysis and Design” and contributed 3 chapters in 
Books. 
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Hari D. Sharma, Ph.D., P.E., G.E. 
Principal,  Geosyntec Consultants 
 
Dr. Hari Sharma has over 45 years of engineering design, evaluation and construction quality assurance experience.  
For the past 25 years, Dr. Sharma has specialized in the permitting, design, and construction of solid waste 
containment facilities.  Dr. Sharma earned his Ph.D. from Purdue University and is currently a Registered 
Professional Civil Engineer in Oregon, California and other states.  Dr. Sharma has published numerous technical 
papers and three books. Two of these textbooks are related to the design of landfills. Dr. Sharma’s 
textbooks, Geoenvironmental Engineering: Site Remediation, Waste Containment & Emerging Waste Management 
Technologies and Waste Containment Systems, Waste Stabilization and Landfills: Design and Evaluation, were 
published by John Wiley & Sons and have been used by universities to teach future solid waste engineers and 
educate the industry’s design practitioners. 
 
Recently, Dr. Sharma has been actively engaged in permitting and detailed design at more than 50 waste facilities in 
Oregon, California, Hawaii, Alaska, Colorado and Arizona. Previously, Dr. Sharma has been involved in 
geotechnical design and CQA project work on foundations, dams, levees, pipelines and other civil works in North 
America. 
 
Dr. Sharma recently served on the National Research Council committee to assess the Performance of Engineered 
Barriers and is active geoenvironmental engineering research and practice. 
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Ion VLAD 
vlad@dial.kappa.ro 
 
Ion Vlad is a Professor since 2002 at the Civil Engineering Department within the Technical University of Civil 
Engineering Bucharest (TUCEB), Romania that he has graduated in 1981. He obtained his Ph.D. in 1998 with the 
thesis entitled “Contributions to a unitary concept for the dynamic analysis of machine foundations”. 
 
In his academic activity, he is teaching Structural Analysis and Earthquake Engineering. 
 
In the research activity he has created in 2000 a Multi-User Research Center within TUCEB, internationally known 
as the “Romanian National Center for Earthquake Engineering and Vibrations” (R.N.C.E.E.V.). 
 
His areas of research interest include: contributions to the Romanian seismic regulations; technical assessment of 
existing buildings and engineering structures; experimental research at full size scale; demolishing of buildings by 
controlled explosions; structural safety and seismic instrumentation of large dams; structural monitoring of 
buildings; machine foundations.  
 
He is a technical expert of the Romanian Ministry of Public Works, consultant and designer in public and private 
engineering projects in Romania. 
 
Chairman and organizer of several Romanian scientific workshops, and of two International Symposiums entitled: 
“Thirty Years from the Romania Earthquake of March 4, 1977”, Bucharest 1-3 March, 2007, and “Modern Systems 
for Mitigation of Seismic Action”, Bucharest 31 October - 01 November, 2008. 
 
He published 6 books (in cooperation), and more than 50 papers in conference proceedings (in English) and journals 
(in Romanian). 
 
Prof. Ion Vlad is a member of US professional associations EERI, ATC, SSA, EAEE and of the Romanian 
professional association AICR. 
 
He was awarded with the Romanian National Prize for the design of an office building by the Structural Engineers 
Association of Romania (AICPS) in 2005. 
